
Replacing Headlight Assembly Volvo V70XC 2000 � 20?? - Alan Yeo 2008

If you have the misfortune to break the headlight glass on a V70 XC (2000 onwards 
model) then to change it you have to virtually remove the nose cone of the vehicle. 
(see picture 1 below) Who ever at Volvo designed this should be shot, as it is fairly 
obvious when you finally remove it  that with just a little more thought it could have 
been made easily removable without all this effort. (and maybe on later models it is). 
However my job was to replace the headlight assembly on a 2001 XC, and the hard 
fact is that you do have to virtually remove the nose cone. So if you haven�t done it 
before, set aside around two hours for the job, I�m fairly certain that once you know 
what you�re doing you could cut that time in half, and maybe the following pictures 
and instructions will help.

One final point worth making is that if you undertake this task you will discover as I 
did that that nice chunky tough looking front end of the V70 XC is actually more akin,
and has about the same structural strength as a yogurt pot held on with about a dozen 
plastic pins. Be very careful of that nose cone; do not be tempted to drive through any 
off-road brush thicker than grass, and I suspect the high speed impact of an average 
pheasant will probably blow the nose cone off. (that was pheasant not peasant) 

Figure 1. (This is what the front of your XC will look like when you are half way � )



What Tools are required?

Not many:  8mm Socket, 10mm Socket, 13mm Socket (make sure the 10mm is a slim 
line one), a 2� and 4� socket extension bar, small flat screwdriver, T20? (maybe T27) 
TORX bit, pair of Pliers, and a small can of spray lubricant (as I certainly found a few 
fixings that required a bit of easing or needed a bit of lubrication on re-assembly to 
hold the corrosion at bay)

Info

The following is informational only but will give you an idea of where the six (6) 
bolts that secure the headlight are located  (4 & 5 arrowed actually hold the headlight 
wiper motor on to the headlight, but they have to come off as well)

NB. The following instructions are for a car fitted with standard halogen H7 bulbs. I 
understand that the XENON headlights are slightly different, so you may have to do 
an extra bit of peeking around to see if the electrical or securing connections are 
different. Also if you are working on a later than 2001 model, its just faintly possible 
that they have improved things, so it would pay to run through the following 
comparing with what you can see on your vehicle before blasting in. If you find any 
differences �post them somewhere!� for other people.

OK lets get started!


























